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Lionfish Fact Sheet

Common Name:
Red lionfish, lionfish.

Scientific Name:
Pterois volitans
(Pisces: Scorpaenidae)

Identification: Distinctive red, maroon
and white stripes; fleshy tentacles above
eyes and below mouth; fan-like pectoral
fin; long separated dorsal spines; dorsal
spines 13; dorsal softrays 10-11; anal
spines: 3; anal soft-rays: 6-7; scales:
cycloid.

Native Range: Indo-Pacific: western Australia and Malaysia to the Marquesas Island and Oeno
(Pitcairn Group); north to southern Japan and southern Korea; south to Lord Howe, Kermadec,
and Austral Island; throughout Micronesia.

Southeastern United States Observations: Lionfish have been observed on four wrecks and one
natural hardbottom off the coast of North Carolina at depth ranges between 120 and 135 feet
during 2000 and 2001, and observed off the coast of Georgia during 2001. Previous reports
include six lionfish accidentally released in Biscayne Bay, Florida from a home aquarium during
Hurricane Andrew (1992) and diver reports of lionfish off Palm Beach and Boca Raton, Florida
in the early 1990’s.

Maximum size: 17 in. / 38.0 cm.

Remarks: This species can give a painful, venomous sting with its dorsal, anal and pelvic spines.
This is a popular marine aquarium fish.
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For more information or to report additional sightings please contact: Don Hoss, Director,
Center for Coastal Fisheries and Habitat Research, 101 Pivers Island Road, Beaufort, NC
28516; phone: (252) 728-8732; FAX: (252) 728-8784; email: don.hoss@noaa.gov.
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